
LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

Nope, you don’t have a new President.  Just a 
new photo from Saturdays Michigan/Maryland 
football game.  The photo of me for the last 
9 issues of our newsletter was taken by my 
daughter and her Apple phone.  Apparently she 
used an app which squished my head and made 
it narrower.  When I look in the mirror, this 
picture is me.
We have been working with NEXCOM code 
HR and the Legal department regarding how 
we do business together.  The latest information 
we have is that due to PII rules (Personally 

Identifiable Information), we can only get first and last names for 
the newsletter new retirees and recently deceased lists.  We also 
found out that NEXCOM cannot pay us the $15 first year dues 
like they have in the past as they this is considered an inappropriate 
expenditure of NAFI funds to a non-federal entity.  This will have to 
change the way we function without the funds we are used to.  HR 
said they can give the new retiree a letter that says:
“A private organization that supports NEXCOM retirees has asked us 
to share information about voluntary membership. If you want to be 
contacted, please provide consent for your contact information to be 
provided directly to that organization.  This is not a NEXCOM-related 
entity and is not endorsed by NEXCOM, the Department of the Navy 
or DOD.”  
Doesn’t give you a warm and fuzzy feeling about our chances….  
So, We need to change how we do this.  We will have to email the 
newsletter so we can avoid our biggest expense which is printing the 
newsletter.  This also would give us the ability to do things in color and 
do the newsletter more often and have extra pages.   
 
This will require us to switch from a mail address from 
each retiree, to an email address which is how this would 
work.  So we need you to provide an email address to us at 
nereanational@gmail.com with your full name.  This will 
allow us to start updating our information.   
 
We will continue to work with HR regarding these issues. 
We CAN do this! 

Cheers and Go Blue!	  
	  
Tom Williams, NEREA President
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CHAPTER CHATTER

NEW ENGLAND 
Greetings from New England! In 
the last Chatter column I confessed 
to being remiss in reporting our 
NE Chapter meetings. Guess what? 
If there is a stronger word other 
than remiss, It’s Mine.(lazy?) We 
have had three meetings which I 
have not reported. So here goes: 
A Meeting was held on 22 April 24 
with 15 attending. Sheila Mitchell 
won the 50/50 and donated the 
proceeds to the Scholarship Fund. 
A meeting was held on 22 July 
24 with 12 attending. Pat Taylor 
won the 50/50 and donated the 
winnings to the Scholarship Fund. 
A raffle was held for jewelry 
that was donated by Neta Perry. 
Another $50 for the Fund. Every 
little bit helps. A meeting was held 
on 4 Aug 25 with 18 attending. 
Kathy Martin won the 50/50 and 
donated the winnings to the Fund. 
The latest meeting was held on 
29 Oct 25 with 12 attending. 
Juanita Chambers won the 50/50 
and she also graciously donated 
her winnings to the Fund. Our 
President, Pauline Schobert, has not 
been able to attend most meetings 
due to serious health issues. Kathy 
Martin, previous President, has 
volunteered to take over some of 
the responsibilities. A big THANK 
YOU Kathy. Our meetings are just 
basically a get together to gab and 
enjoy each other’s company. There 
are plans for future speakers like 
fire, police etc. Until next time,stay 
safe, healthy and happy. MERRY 
CHRISTMAS EVERYONE
 
 Ann O’Connor   
 

OAKLAND 
It’s Sunday morning after 
thanksgiving day with leftovers for 
a hot turkey sandwich lunch and 
watching football 49ers vs browns

Black friday marks the beginning 
of the holiday season. In the Bay 
Area this is Union Square in the 
heart of San Francisco next to 
the iconic St Francis Hotel, Macy’s 
West & the Apple flagship store.  
Union Square’s outdoor ice skating 
rink, Macy’s Great Tree and holiday 
shoppers fill the air with goodwill 
& cheer Thinking of past Christmas 
holidays & Navy Exchange Japan, 
I’m remembering Jerry Butler, Lita 
Sohn and Carl Cosby who left us 
in 2025. Jerry ran the distribution 
center, Lita was a fashion retailer 
extraordinaire & Carl was 
warehouse supervisor. We were 
family and looked after each other
December 21, 2025 marks the 
shortest day of year as each new 
day becomes longer. In the Lunar 
calendar, 2026 is the year of the 
horse symbolizing vitality, progress 
& forward momentum Kathy, Sandy, 
Dave & I wish you goodwill and 
prosperity! Happy New Year! 

Stay safe & well 
Lucky Fung

TIDEWATER 
I want to thank my team, Diana 
Vazquez-Vice President, Barb 
Divjak-Treasurer and Eileen 
Andrews- Secretary for keeping 
everything together in my absence 
and holding 2 meetings.
The first two meetings of this 
quarter I missed due to my trip to 
Europe, more on that later. Before 
I left, we were able to find a new 
restaurant to hold our meetings. 
We have had 3 meetings there so 
far. It is not perfect, but neither 
was the last place so we will give 
it a bit longer. It is not easy to find 
a restaurant that can handle 50-75 
people at one time, along with a 
seperate room for meetings.
I want to give a big “Shout Out” to 
Barb Willis, who spearheads our 
local Food Drive. We were able to 
donate $1,335 and 26lbs of canned 
goods. This will provide 2,692  
total meals.
Thank you all, Team Tidewater, for 
your generous donations and time.
In September while visiting Italy, I 
met with Linda Masucci to try and 
reestablish the Naples Retirement 
Group. Will update with results 
next quarter.
We have our annual Christmas 
party scheduled for December 11 
at Texas Roadhouse. They have been 
nice to us by opening early just for 
our party.
We are still trying to put together a 
Hockey Night as well. 
 
Brian Thomas
President,  
Tidewater Chapter
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NEW RETIREES 

JUANITA AGUON			 
ARGUS AMANSEC			 
JANET	AMOAFO-MIREKU		
TOMMY ALLEN			 
JACK ALLSBROOK			 
BARBARA ARCILLA			 
DANILO ARNALDO			
ZERA ARREOLA			 
MICHAEL BERMAN			 
MARAIN BLANSETT			
HORACIO BOTERO			
JANET BRENNEISEN			
STEPHEN BROWN			 
KAREN BURCH			 
ROBERT BUTLER			 
DIVINA CAASI			 
CHAD CEDERHOLM		
ROSEMARY COMBIS			
JEANETTE CONE			 
VERNETTA COONE			
MELINDA CORPUZ			 
DEREK CRUTE			 
NANCY ANN CRUZ			
REGINA DAINS			 
ROBERT DAVIS			 
MICHELLE DICESARE		
JACQUILYN DUGGAN		
VICTORIA DURAN			 
ALEJANDRO ECHORRE		
SCOTTY ELMORE			 
TEODY ERMITA			 
ISABEL ESPINOZA ROMERO	
CRYSTAL EVANS			 
CALADIA FAULKNER		
CARL FERGUSON			 
SILVANA FISCHETTI			 
DAVID FOWLER			 
LEONIDA FLANAGAN		
JOHN FYFE				  
JOSE JAYSON GALLEGOS		
RAYMUND GALLARDO		

CARMEN GARCIA			 
SUSANN GILBERT			 
KATHY GOODSON			
RALPH HARDIE			 
LE VERN HAYES			 
ELIZABETH HEBERT			
CYNTHIA HENRY			 
SUSAN HENSLEY			 
KELLI HENSON			 
LOURDES HERRERA			
JAMES HOFFLER			 
DONNA HOFFMAN			
STEVEN HUBBARD			 
MICHAEL JAN			 
AYESEGUL JOHNSON		
LINDA JONES				 
RODOLFO JOSAFAT			
SHEEJA KANDAMATH		
ERIC KING				  
SAUNDRA KING			 
SVETLANA KONONOV		
LUISA LANGFORD			 
DONNETT LAWRENCE		
KATHERINE LEE			 
MONETTE LEWIS			 
REBECCA LI				  
MARTIN LOPEZ			 
PATRICIA LUDWIG			 
LEA LYBARGER			 
LLOYD MAGRUDER			
JOEL MAGTANGOB			 
LOIDA MALIT			 
MERLY MASCULINO			
CARRI MCGRATTAN		
DAVID MICHAEL			 
ANTHONY MOLARTE		
FRANCES MORRIS			 
SANDRA MULLIGAN		
RAMSES OBANDO-VINDAS		
GRAZYNA OEHRLEIN		
JOE ORTEGA				 

BERTA ORTIZ				 
JAMES OSBORNE			 
HEATH OSTERBERG			
MARGARITA PENA			 
ZOSIMO PERALTA			 
ANGEL PEREZ			 
PAMELA POISSON			 
YOLANDA RAMIREZ			
ODELL ROBINSON			 
ROBERT ROWAN			 
LINDEN SAMPSON			 
ELENA SANTOS			 
ELLEN SAPNIT			 
ROLANDO SASOT			 
CANDIS SELLERS			 
CINDY SEXTON			 
RAMONA SHERMAN		
LESSIE SMITH				 
DAVID SMITH				 
JOSE JAYSON SOLIMAN		
LEONARD SPERLING		
FRANCIS STORY			 
LAURALEE SULLIVAN		
KAREN TAYLOR			 
TUVALU TELENI			 
FABRICIANO TORRES		
JENNIFER URBINA			 
SHARON VALLE-FERNANDEZ 	
FAY VAN BUSKIRK			 
ROSEMARIE VERGARA		
ANTHONY VILLANUEVA		
DENITA WALTZ			 
WENDI WELLONS			 
DOUGLAS WHITE			 
DEBRA WILLIAMS			 
TERESITA WILLIAMS			
SIRIPUN WILLIAMS-GOODIN 	
AMANDA WILLIAMSON		
PHILIP WRIGHT			 
BARBARA ZSCHIEDRICH		
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DECEASED

IKUKO	ADKINS
ERLINDA ALCONES
SHA ALF-WALSH (BROTHERS)
RUTH	 ALLEN
DIONISIA ANDRADA
ARCEO ANGELES
GEORGIA AREHART
SANTOS ARRIOLA
RAMONA AQUINO
ROSA BABAUTA
LOURDES BADIANGO
INES BALANGUE
PHILIP BAYNES
CHRISTA BECKERAT
CAROLYN BECKWITH
LUCY BELL
SHEARO BELL
SHERAN BENITEZ
ISMAEL BILON
FRANCIS BIRCH
MARIE BLANCHARD
EMILY BRANDON
LUZVIMINDA	 BRAESCH
JAMES BRUCE
HELEN BUSCEM
JEROME BUTLER
CURTIS BYRD
CHRISTENSEN CADIENTE
PHYLLIS CAMPTON
LENA CANOYER
GIOSUELE CERCHIA
JOYCE	 CHAMBERS
RALPH CLAY
MARIA	 COATES
MICHELE COLE
HARRIET CONWAY
EMMA COPES
CARL COSBY
ELSIE COUTURIE
ROBBIE COVINGTON
XAIVER CROSBY
RICKY CUTSHAW
LINDA CYRAN  
VERNA DAMICO
AKIKO DANIELS
FRANK DAVEY
DERRICK DAVIS
THOMAS DAVIS
MERLITA DAYAO
MABEL DEAN
GARY DECKER
THOMAS DELAP
RICARDO DELOS REYES
GLADIOLA DEMELLO
LINDY LOU DETAMORE
LOUELLA DILLON

MAGGIE DOBBINS
OLENA DOBBINS
ASUNCION DOLOPO
IRENE EDMUNDSON
ROSE EUGANEO
ENZA FAVARA
SANTIAGO FELIX
JOSE FERNANDEZ
LILLIAN FIJOL
ROBERT FLOSDORF
FANNIS FORSYTHE
KENNETH FOYE
DOROTHY FULTER
GLENN FUKUDA
CLARA GABRIEL
GERALD GARCIA
JOHNNY GATES
JANE GAVIN
POLILLO GERALDINE
YUKIKO GINGERY
NANCY GOSNELL
ALICIA GRAGG
CLARITA GUINTO
LEVY HALE
LARRY HALL
LINDA HALL
FRANCES HARRIS
CONNIE HASAL
NELLIE HOFFLER
ROBERT HOLLIS
BEVERLY HORTON
EDWIN HOWES JR
MARY IDONE
FAAVAE ILASA
QUIRINO INEZ
ROY JACKSON
FLORENTINA	  JAMES
JUANITO JANE
GLORIA JARRETT
EVAN JOHNSON
LEEANN KANEDA
SHIZUKO KAWASAKI
ROBERT KAYSE
WILLIAM KEATING
NEBOJSA KNEZEVIC
PATRICIA KRAMER
GRANT LEE
JULIA LEGASPI
LINDA LEWIS
MARTHA LEWIS
MARY LEWIS
DEBORAH LONG-OVERBY
FUMIE MAEDA
ELAINE MARTIN
WILINDA MARIN
AGATHE MARKS

ELENA MAZON
DORA MCDANIELS
CHARLES MCGUIRE
HARRY MILLER
GERTRUDE MONTI
BARBARA MOQUIN
CALVIN MORRISETTE
JOHN MOSS
WANDA MOSS
LUIS MELENDEZ-ROBLES
TAMMY MENDOZA
MARY MEYER
MARY MEYER
ROBERT MEYER
JAMES MURPHY
JOHN MURPHY
CONNIE MURRAY
VICTORIA NARCISO
GLORIA NAVARRO
BARBARA NOWICKI
JOY-LYN OSHIRO
ANTONIO OSO-
RIO-RAMIREZ
MERTIE OVERLANDER
LUCY PARKER
JANNIE PATTERSON
LOPE PARUMOG
ALICE PASTORE
SUZANNE PELL
ELSA PENA
ELMA PENARANDA
DOROTHY PENTON
GENEVIEVE PERRY
RUSSELL PINKNEY
GERALDINE POLILLO
IZORA	 POWELL
ETTA PORTER
STEPHANIE POST
VALENTINE PRATOOMTIP
LEOLA	 PRETTYMAN
JUAN QUEVEDO
MARIA	 RAMIREZ
GLORIA RANDALL
GUADALUPE REYES
CORA RICKS
DELORES ROE
BEULAH ROBERTS
EDWARD ROGERS
JOHN ROINICK
SANTOS ROJAS
CONSEJO RONAS
VIVIAN RORRO, VIVIAN
ABEL ROSALEZ
WILLIE ROSE
RUBY ROSENTHAL
CAROLYN ROTTLUFF

ALMA RYAN
ROBERTO SANCHEZ
ROLANDO SANCHEZ
GERALD SAUER
HISAKO SCALZO
TERRI SCHEND
SANDRA SCHERMERHORN
 JOSEPH SGAMBELLURI
MATILDA SIMMONS
AUDREY SIMPSON
JOANNE SKINNER
ALBERT SMITH
GLORIA SMITH
LILLIE MAE SMITH
RONALD SMITH
LITA SOHN
KIM SPECKINE
MATILDE SPRINGSTUN
WILLIAM SPRUILL
GERALD STEWART
HELEN STEWART
JEAN STUART
DON SUSRAL
ANN SWANK
CLARICE TAYLOR
OLENA TAYLOR
THERESA TEMPEST
BETTY THACKER
CHARLES THELEN
ARTHUR THOMAS
THOMAS THOMPSON
ROBERT TROCLE
MARY ELLEN TROUSDALE
CORA TUTTLE
IMELDA UMALI
DELORES VALENCIA
BRAULIO VAZQUEZ
NICOLAE VOICU
HAROLD VOLLMER
ROBERT WALKER
JANET WARE
ELEANOR WESTERHOLD
KENT WESTERLUND
KAREN WICHERT
THOMAS WHITACRE
DAVID WHITEHURST
MILDRED WILLIAMS
ROBERT WILLIAMS
DOLORES WILSON
IRWIN STEVE WOLKOMIR
FIDEL YAP
PAUL YOUNSHOUSKY
FILIPINA ZABALA
CORAZON ZAPLAN
MILDRED ZEN
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Debbi and I have been doing much hard work in Ancestry, finding our past relatives and having fun finding out 
where we came from. Along with that comes some of the culture our families have. I have some Scandinavian in 
me and in doing research, came across two words that I find interesting. One is Norwegian, the other Danish. 

Friluftsliv (pronounced Free-loofs-liv) has long been an important part of Norwegian society. It translates to 
“open-air-life” and is the concept of embracing the outdoors and connecting with nature. The idea behind 
friluftsliv has been around for centuries as can be seen in philosopher’s books such as those written by Jean-
Jacques Rousseau and Henry David Thoreau. 

Although friluftsliv has existed for quite some time, it is something that needs to be practiced consistently 
to keep us in tune with nature. It is evident that Norway recognizes this as they celebrate the concept every 
decade, with 2025 marking another celebration.   

We can all learn something from Norway’s dedication to their beautiful outdoor environment. Take some time 
this year to enjoy what nature has to offer and be in the moment in your surroundings. Just remember that 
friluftsliv is meant for everyone at any given time, regardless of age, ability, or weather. The possibilities and 
benefits are endless.   

Hygge (pronounced Hoo-gah) is a Danish word that refers to a cozy quality that makes a person feel content 
and comfortable. It is all about surrounding yourself with the things that make life good to you, like friendship, 
laughter, security, warmth, light, seasonal food and drink. We all have different items that bring on our Hygge, find 
yours and bring it into your life as often as possible. 

So I hope that you too get outside, find your love of nature and outdoors and fill your life with Hygge.                        
Remember, Live the Life you Love and Love the Life you Live

NEW YEARS RESOLUTION 2026:  
THE  YEAR OF FRILUFTSLIV AND HYGGE

By Brian Thomas, President, Tidewater Chapter
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1.	 True or False.  Veterans are always welcome to shop 
Tax Free on line? 

2.	 In February 1969 a new concept in providing service 
to San Diego area stores was put in effect at San 
Diego Naval Station.  What was this new adventure 
know as? 

3.	 In what year did the NEX begin selling private label 
brand merchandise? 

4.	 In 2024 did NEXCOM have more that 12,000, 
13,000 or 14,000 associates across the globe. 

5.	 NEX 250-050 was attached to the Harold E. 
Holt U. S. Naval Communication Station. Where 
in the world was the Harold E. Holt U. S. Naval 
Communication Station? 

6.	 Has the NEX partnered with Ashley Furniture for 
more than 10 years, 20 years or 30 years? 

7.	 Yes or No.	The NEX still has a Layaway Plan? 

8.	 In 1969 the Navy Ships Store Office (NSSO) 
partnered with the Bureau of Naval Personnel and 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command to begin 
construction of reasonably priced temporary 
lodging to supplement existing facilities.  What 
program was created as a result of this partnership?

NEX TRIVIA - CHALLENGE  YOUR BRAIN

Find the answers on page 8
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DID YOU KNOW

1943	 The Chief of Naval Operations approved a plan 
to merge ship service stores and Navy ships 
stores, and a trial merger took effect in June 
aboard the USS Boston.

1956	 It was estimated that 10,000 man days and 
several certified public accounting firms were 
devoted to auditing NSSO.  To address this, 
an electronic data processing committee was 
established at headquarters to review existing 
accounting procedures and recommend methods 
for automating them.

1960	 A new curriculum to strengthen the six-week 
management course offered to NEX and 
Commissary store officers was developed.  The 
lesson plans for the course were upgraded to 
graduate level, and three college professors were 
hired as instructors.

1970	 A more liberal layaway program was introduced 
that expanded the range of merchandise available 
for layaway in exchanges within the continental 
US and eliminated the minimum dollar limits 
previously applied.

1987	 Authority to initiate an automatic pay deduction 
program to recover income from dishonored 
checks in NEX’s, Commissaries and Navy Lodges 
was approved.  At the time, unredeemed checks  
in Exchanges and Commissaries totaled over 
$1.1 million.

1994	 The NEX’s first prerecorded music super store 
opened in Great Lakes, with a music selection 
sporting more than 30,000 titles, in-store 
listening posts and an assortment of videos.	

1996	 There were 123 Navy Exchanges, 218 Ships 
Stores, 112 Uniform Shops and 42 Navy Lodges 
serving the worldwide Navy community.

1999	 NEXCOM began matching employee 401(k) 
contributions up to 3%.

2008	 NEREA’s 14th Annal Convention was held in May 
in Memphis, TN

2014	 NEX’s Telecommunications Program Office 
(TPO) distributed 36,250 free $10 phone cards 
to Sailers and Marines in more than 70 units 
deployed away from their homeports and those 
forward deployed to overseas ports during the 
holiday season.

2019	 NEXCOM partners with Pearl Vision to offer 
top-quality vision services with an on-site 
optometrist for eye exams, as well as a wide 
range of eyeglass frames and contact lenses.

2020	 When a fire broke out aboard a Naval Vessel, 
NEX San Diego provided water, sports drinks, 
ice and snacks to first responders, and delivered 
4,450 meals and personal care items to 
emergency responders and displaced Sailors.

2022	 The Navy Uniform Maternity Pilot Program 
was launched.  This program runs through 2026 
and provides pregnant Sailors with maternity 
uniforms at no cost.

2023	 The Liberty Pay Plan for Service Members was 
launched.  This program offered an affordable, 
hassle-free way for service members to manage 
purchases and the freedom for them to focus on 
what matters most.

2024	 77,224 guests were hosted in the 3,265 rooms 
available at 39 Navy Lodges.  With most 
locations pet-friendly, many furry pals tagged 
along.

2025	 There are currently 139 floating stores operating 
through the Ship’s Store program.  These stores 
serve as retail outlets providing necessities such 
as food, beverages, health and beauty aids to 
Sailors who are stationed onboard.

2025	 Pep Boys Auto Service & Tire shops are now 
open at NEX”s in San Diego, Monterey, Virginia 
Beach and at the Tennis Space 
Center in Mississippi.

2025	 The US Navy celebrates its 
250th birthday.
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1.	 True.  The Veterans Online Shopping Benefit 
was launched on Veterans Day 2017 and 
allows nearly 18 million honorably discharged 
veterans the access to shop any military 
exchange’s on line store. 

2.	 Navy Exchange Service Center.  This pilot 
operation introduced the first service center, 
with the belief that a service center could do 
many things for the San Diego area stores 
more efficiently and more economically 
than they could do for themselves.  Some 
problems were expected as established 
methods were modified.  However, enough 
evidence was thought to be available at the 
time to assure leadership that this general 
direction would be successful. 

3.	 1982.  The program later expanded into 
NEX brand hosiery, Harbor View ladies’s 
slacks, men’s apparel, health & beauty aids, 
pet supplies, batteries and Harborware 
cookware.  In 1997 bedding and towels were 
included and in 2021 the Harbor Home by 
Sealy mattress collection was introduced. 

4.	 More than 13,000, serving the patron at 
approximately 38 stateside NEX locations 
and 23 NEX locations around the globe. 

5.	 Exmouth, Australia.  This facility transitioned 
to being operated by the Royal Australian 
Navy and was officially designated as an 
Australian Naval Communication Station  
by 1999. 

6.	 More than 30 years.  

7.	 Yes.  The NEX still provides the convenience 
of a layaway plan, which allows patrons to 
place merchandise on layaway for a specific 
period of time.  During 2022 NEX vendor 
partners and Pay Away the Layaway, Inc.  
paid off $170,000 of layaway balances for 
949 patrons. 

8.	 Navy Lodge Program

TRIVIA ANSWERS
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MEMORIES

Please email Memory Section articles or pictures you would like to share to nereanational@gmail.com 1995

1971
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OFFICERS
President:  Thomas Williams 
Tel: 757-848-8823
Email: bluez4u2@aol.com

Vice-President: Peter Bratke
Tel: 757-567-4832
E-mail:  peterbratke@cox.net

Treasurer:  Thomas Burke
Tel:  757-593-7101
E-mail:  tomburkecpa@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Eileen Andrews
Tel:  757-647-3191
Email:  nexchick1983@gmail.com

Bookkeeper: Pat Hamilton 

Raye Eaton 
Tel:  757-340-2935
E-mail:  Raye.Eaton10@gmail.com

Gerard Fantano 
Tel:  757-468-8184
E-mail:  gj.108fan@cox.net
 
Craig Sinclair 
Tel:  757-410-4662
E-mail:  blarneytalk@gmail.com
 
Milton Bailey
Tel:  757-589-4423

Glenna Skinner 
Tel:  757-410-4498
E-mail:  gskinner5@cox.net
 
Peggy Vitola 
Tel:  757-436-9641
E-mail:  peggyvitola@gmail.com 

Ellen Bennett
Tel:  757-377-0094
bennett.ellen@cox.net

Brian Thomas
Tel:  757-749-0429
thomasbd2@yahoo.com

EX-OFFICIO EBOD MEMBERS
Thomas Cunningham 
Tel:  757-407-2729
E-mail:  tomvcunningham@gmail.com

Herb Friedland 
Tel:  757-630-4232
E-mail:  hafriedland@gmail.com

NEREA NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Jeff Harrity  
Email: NEREAeditor@gmail.com

NEREA CHAPTER CONTACTS 
Jacksonville, FL
Maria Valerio - President
1-904-213-7711
Email: mariamvalerio@icloud.com

Newport, RI 
(NewEnglandStates)  
CT/ MA/ ME/ RI/ VT/NH
Kathy Martin - Acting President
401-423-1550 
E-mail: butterflykmm@aol.com

Oakland, CA (Bay Area)
Lucky Fung – President
415-990-8071
E-mail: Luckyfung88@yahoo.com 
 
Naples
Coming Soon! 

Pacific Northwest
Connie Punch – President
Tel:  360-929-1228
Email:  punchbunch22@gmail.com

Pensacola, FL
Charlene Gilbert - President
Tel.: 850 418-2926
E-mail: cmgilbert2@hotmail.com 
 
San Diego, CA
Tess Paquette – President
757-813-5534
tesspaquette@gmail.com 

Tidewater/Hampton Roads, VA
Brian Thomas - President  
757-749-0429
E-mail: thomasbd2@yahoo.com

DIRECTORY

Look at the back page of the newsletter next to 
your name.  If the year after your name is 2024, this 
will be the last newsletter you will receive until you 
pay your dues which is $10.  The address is at the 
bottom of the NEREA Dues Coupon also on the 
back page.
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NEREA IS ON 
FACEBOOK! @NEREA
 
We want to remind you that a Facebook page has 
been created to assist in connecting  our many Navy 
Exchange Retirees.  
 
If you have any pictures or information that 
you would like to post please send them to:     
nereanational@gmail.com

SEND US YOUR MEMORIES
Please email Memory Section articles or pictures you would like to share to nereanational@gmail.com

NEREA NEWSLETTER 
AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE
 
The NEREA Newsletter is now available on our 
website: http://www.nerea.org/.   
We are currently paying over $2,300 to publish and 
distribute printed copies of each newsletter.  We 
can reduce these costs by eliminating distribution of 
printed copies to those NEREA members with internet 
access. You can now view the newsletter in color and, if 
you want, print a copy at home.  
 
Please let us know if you want to help us save money 
by sending us an email to: nereanational@gmail.com 
and ask us to delete your name from our mailing list.  
And Thanks!

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS 
FOR NEREA 
It is:  nereanational@gmail.com

This is for you if have questions or things 
to share. We care!

GOOD TO KNOW

NEXCOM HUMAN 
RESOURCES CONTACT
Toll free: 1-888-639-2363

Routine requests for information 
about your retirement benefits or 
medical coverage, can usually be 
handled by calling the toll  
free number. 

Technical questions or requests 
for information  and/or  specific  
actions are more effective if they are 
submitted in writing to:

NAVY EXCHANGE SERVICE 
COMMAND  
Retirement Department
3280 Virginia Beach Blvd.  
Virginia Beach, VA 23452-5724

It is suggested that you retain copies 
of all your benefits correspondence 

for your records.   You may also 
contact your nearest Navy Exchange 
for additional assistance person at the 
toll free number noted above.

ADDRESS CHANGES
If your mailing address changes, be 
sure to notify NEREA so that you will 
continue to receive our Newsletter. 
Please send your change of address – 
old and new  – to the NEREA POST 
OFFICE BOX. 

Please note that you must advise 
NEREA, NEXCOM and Bank of 
New York, Mellon separately of any 
address changes.

If you are currently receiving a Navy 
Exchange System Annuity, be sure to 

notify the John Hancock Insurance 
Company, the paying agent for 
the annuity.  The address for John 
Hancock is: 
       
John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance 
Company
200 Berkeley Street
Boston, MA. 02117
Toll Free Number 1-800-624-5155

Questions concerning direct deposit 
of your Bank of New York Mellon 
retirement check please call
1-800-418-0273
FAX 1-877-358-9729
email:  
bdpensionphone@bnymellon.com
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NEREA DUES COUPON 

ANNUAL DUES - $10.00
DUES FOR ADDITIONAL YEARS  
OF 20____ & 20_____ ARE ALSO 

ENCLOSED
TOTAL - $________ (PLEASE PRINT)

Name(First/MI/Last)___________________
Street: ______________________________
Apt: _______________________________
City: _______________________________
State: _____________ Zip: ______________
Phone: ______________________________
E-mail: ______________________________
Spouse’s First Name ____________________
NEX Retirement Date (Month/Year)________
 
Make checks payable to NEREA and mail to: 

NEREA
PO Box 62189  

Virginia Beach, VA 23466-2189

NEREA SCHOLARSHIP DONATION
 
Yes, I would like to support the NEREA 
Scholarship Fund by making a tax deductible 
donation in the amount of $_________ 
(PLEASE PRINT)
 
Name(First/MI/Last)___________________
Street: ______________________________
City: _______________________________
State: __________ Zip: _________________
Phone: ______________________________
E-mail: ______________________________
 
Make checks or money orders payable to
NEREA SCHOLARSHIP FUND and mail to:

 
NEREA SCHOLARSHIP FUND

P.O. Box 62189
Virginia Beach, VA 23466-2189

Please send separate checks for Dues and Scholarship Dona-
tions since checks are deposited in different bank accounts


